
Inspire (for parents) 

When my children were young, I dedicated 
them to God at church. To dedicate means 
to devote or set apart. Dedicating a child is a 
public expression declaring willingness to do 
what I can to devote my child to God until he is 
old enough to make his own choice.

I took this responsibility very seriously. One 
of the promises I made during that service was 
to always pray for my children. The prayers 
were easy when they were young. But as they 
got older, some bigger issues truly kept me on 
my knees.

My son in particular made choices in his 
teen years that kept me in constant prayer. 
He not only walked away from 
his faith, but he literally walked 
away from our family. After 
about a month of not hearing 
from him he called me: “Mom,” 
he said, “please stop praying 
for me. God is wrecking my life!” 
With a smile on my face I replied, 
“I’m sorry, I can’t do that. I made 
a promise to God when you were 
a little boy.” 

As I hung up the phone I felt 
peaceful knowing that God heard 
my cries just, He said He would in 

Isaiah 65:24: “Before they call I will answer.” I 
knew God was “wrecking” my son’s life with an 
eye to restore it because He wanted nothing 
more than to have my son back in relationship 
with Him. 

It didn’t take long before my son was back 
home, rededicating his life to the faith among 
people who offered him mercy and grace. But 
he was given even more grace from the God 
who heard the prayers of a mom who had 
promised to set her son apart to the One who 
is true to His word.

 by Debbie Guinn

Equip (for parents)

In the account of Noah and the flood, God was 
uprooting the pandemic of evil and violence 
that had infected mankind … in order to 
redeem them. The flood was a terrifying 
display of His power, but it was also a 
gracious display of His love and desire 
to correct, uproot, and heal a situation 
that had gone terribly wrong. God 
literally drowned evil and sin in order 
to bring redemption to the people He 
had created—to bring them back into right 
relationship with Him. 

In this piece of The Big God Story—the story 
of Noah—the word “covenant” is mentioned 
for the first time. What is a biblical covenant? 
A covenant is an everlasting promise made 
between God and a chosen person or people. 
Though there are hundreds of covenants 
made between people recorded in the Bible, 
most biblical scholars agree that there are six 
main covenants between God and man. These 
include: Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Priestly, 
Davidic, and the new covenant.

With each covenant, God revealed more of 
His intent to be in relationship with mankind—
bringing the redemption that He promised 
would come. Each covenant was motivated 
by God’s loving choice. They each began with 
divine blessings—wholly undeserved—and 
ended with promises of divine loyalty.

What was the Noahic covenant? In the 
Noahic covenant, God showed His mercy 
toward all mankind. Though God made the 
covenant with Noah and his family, He enlarged 
the list to include every living thing (Genesis 
9:12). The Noahic covenant was the beginning 
of God’s plan to reveal Himself to mankind 
and prove His desire to be in relationship with 
them—no matter how messy or painful that 
relationship might be. 

Support	  
(for parents & kids)

Sometime this week read through the biblical 
account of God’s covenant with Noah in 
Genesis 7:1–19. At the end of the section, you 
may want to think of a question that reflects 
on what you just read such as, “How did the 
animals get to the ark?” or “How do you think 
Noah must have felt while watching the earth 
flood from inside the ark?”

 Just for fun, read this passage to 
your children in an “ark” that they create ahead 
of time. Ask your children to build something 
like an ark or a boat. They can use boxes, 
chairs, or tables with blankets over them. When 
you get to the part in the passage where it rains 
for 40 days and nights, have them recreate a 
storm by clapping, stomping, or snapping until 
you say, “Stop!” Have them imagine what it 
must have been like to wait for the water to 
subside. If your children are older, let them read 
parts of the story from inside the ark.

When you are finished, let them know what 
they just heard is a part of The Big God Story 
in the Bible and that they will hear it in church. 
Remind them the Bible is true and that the 
covenant God made with Noah can still be 
seen in the rainbow when it rains! 
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he wanted nothing else 
than to have my son 
back in relationship 
with Him.

“Before you created the 

world and the mountains 

were made, from the 

beginning to the end you 

are God.” Psalm 90:2 (NIrV)

REMEMBER versE 

Getting Started

Scripture: �Genesis 6—9 (Noah)

Main Point: �God Makes a Lasting Covenant

This resource is designed to allow your family to 

have time in God’s Word before your children 

attend church. Because God’s plan is for parents 

to be the spiritual nurturers of their children’s faith, 

we know that as you grow spiritually, your children 

will grow spiritually as well.
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